
Inte ractive  PD F Form  Cre ation w ith  Scribus

Scribus 1.0 h as  innovative  capabilitie s   for cre ating inte ractive  PD F form s by cre ating a 
Scribus docum e nt and th e n e xporting a PD F.  Th is  is  a m ajor advance  for ope n source  as up un-
til now , no ope n source  application could cre ate  inte ractive  PD F file s, also k now n as FD F file s. 
Th is  PD F is  inte nde d to de m onstrate   th e se  ne w  fe ature s   w ith  th is  PD F. as w e ll as  th e  pack -
age d sam ple  file s and PD F's. Th is  is  by no m e ans m e ant to be  a com pre h is ive  docum e nt, but a 
sim ple   introduction.  M ore  e laborate  e xam ple s and docum e ntation w ill com e  in th e  ne xt re -
le ase s  of Scribus. W ith in th e  sam ple s subfolde r of th e  scribus program  folde r th e re  are  sam ple  
Scribus docum e nts and PD F's . I f you are  using Acrobat 5.0.5 on W in32, th e re  is  a spe cial 
patch  for fixe s  w ith  PD F form s. Se e  th e  Adobe  dow nloads se ction for Acrobat Re ade r 5.0.5. O r 
you can upgrade  to 5.1 or 6.0

Start by cre ating a te xt box,se le cting th e  te xt box, righ t click  "Is PD F Annotation". Th e n re - se le ct 
and righ t click  annotation prope rtie s.  Be low , is  th e  de fault first dialog.  Am ong th e  m any 
ch oice s w h ich  can be  place d in th e  form , you can cre ate  th e  follow ing:
Editable  Com bo Boxe s
Fie lds including date , curre ncy, pe rce ntage ,
Navigation Link s w ith in a docum e nt -  ve ry h andy for long docum e nts
Subm ission and Re se t Buttons
Ch e ck  Boxe s w h ich  can be  ch e ck s, crosse s, stars e tc.

M ost all of th e se  can scripte d to pe rform  oth e r actions w ith  javascript. Along w ith  th is, th e re  are  
options to m ak e  obje cts invisible , non-printing, as w e ll as m ak ing som e  fie lds re ad-only or 
re q uire d.

H ints  for th e  PDF Form  and creation:
1) Run your m ous e  slow ly over each  object.. Som e of th e  objects  h ave tool tips .
2) You are  recom m ended  to us e  th e  late st vers ion of Adobe  Acrobat. Th ere  is  a direct dow nload link  in 
th e  PDF export page for th e  late st verions  for Linux now  5.0.7. It is  m uch  better th an 4.0.5 and fixe s   
m any oth er bugs  w h ich  , as  w ell as  loding faster. Th e  install is  s im pler th an 4.x. 
3) Stick  w ith  th e  "Bas e  14" fonts  w h ich  are  typically distrubuted w ith  Adobe  Acrobat. Th is  include s  
Courie r,H elvetica, Tim e s , Z apf Dingbat, Sym bol . Th is  w ay you do not ne ed to em bed th em , w h ich  w ill 
m ak e  your PDF sm aller for e -m ailing.
4) M ost text w ith  fields  w ill be  left justified.
5) Th ere  is  a javascript editor inlcuded w ith  Scribus . Th is  is  h andy to im port exis iting javascript file s .



Be low   are  ch e ck  box e xam ple s .

Ye s No

Be low  is  a com bo box e xam ple , ne e ds  java-
s cript to fully e nable .

For tool tip e xam ple s m ove  th e  m ouse  slow ly ove r som e  of th e  fie lds

Typical Nam e  Addre ss  Fie lds -  Th e  fie ld labe ls sh ould be  se parate  te xt boxe s cre ate d w ith in 
Scribus. Conve rsly, you can pre - populate  th e  file ds w ith  de fault info.  You can also lim it th e  
num be r of ch aracte rs w ith in a fie ld, as w e ll as spe cify date , num be r, curre ncy and pe rce ntage  
fie lds. Passw ord fie lds h ide  type d  te xt. 

Th e  ye llow  box is  a re gular annotation.  You can inse rt th e se  in a docum e nt for m ore  e xte nsive  
com m e nts for a fie ld. th e  push  button be low  is  an e xam ple  of a navigation button. Buttons 
can also be  place d for re se ting a form  or for subm ission. W ith  javascript you can e m be d a U RL 
to se nd th e  form  for storage  or action on a se rve r.

5) Acrobat Re ade r on all platform s w ill not allow  you to save  data in form  fie lds w ith in th e  PD F 
itse lf or le t you do a "save  as" and re tain th e  data.  A sim ple  w ork around is  to advise  use rs  to 
print to k printe r w ith in Acrobat, w h ich  can cre ate  a PD F in ve rsion KD E 3, if you h ave  CU PS in-
stalle d. Th e  oth e r option is  th e re  is  usually a button w ith in Acrobat Re ade r to cre ate  a PD F 
th rough  a w e b  base d inte rface  at w w w .adobe ..com .  W ith in Acrobat Re ade r, Go to Tools>  Cre -
ate  Adobe  PD F O nline . You are  allow e d 5 fre e  file s afte r re giste ring. 

Nam e

Addre s s Date

A pas s w ord fie ld.

This is a plain 
annotation.


	Item10003: 
	Item10004: 
	Item10004: 
	Item10008: On
	Item10010: On
	Item10001: Sample Scribus PDF Forms Doc
	Item10000: 
	Item10012: []
	Item20021: 
	Item20021: 


